


We now recognize neuroinflammation not as a bystander, but as a powerful driver of 
neurological disease. 

Neuroinflammation lies at the intersection of immune signaling, neural circuitry, and 
disease progression. Over the past decade, extraordinary advances have deepened 
our understanding of microglial activation states, peripheral immune infiltration, 
cytokine signaling cascades, and the long-term consequences of inflammatory stress 
on cognition and behavior.
The challenge before us is clear:

•	 How do we move from descriptive findings to actionable therapeutic targets in 
brain tumors, migraine, sleep disorders, and epilepsy?

•	 How do we design interventions that modulate inflammatory pathways without 
disrupting essential neuroimmune communication in multiple sclerosis (MS), CIDP, 
epilepsy, headache disorders, and myasthenia gravis?

•	 How can we integrate biomarkers, advanced imaging, and AI-driven computational 
models to predict therapeutic response in Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s disease?

This conference is a call to refine our tools and bridge the gap between mechanism 
and intervention. As we move from neuroinflammation to neurointervention, we are 
not merely mapping pathways—we are building bridges: between academia, clinical 
science, industry, government, and advocacy communities.

Join us as more than 250 members of the interdisciplinary neuroscience community—
spanning neurology, psychiatry, immunology, psychology, neurosurgery, and 
translational research—come together to transform neuroinflammation from a 
diagnostic clue into a therapeutic opportunity. 
 
Limited space, register today on: 
www.hawaiineuroscience.com/symposium2026/
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7AM—9AM		  Scientific Poster Presentation

9AM—10AM 	 Keynote Plenary Session

10AM—3PM  	 Scientific Plenary Session

10AM—3PM  	 Simultaneous Botulinum Toxin Workshop

12PM—1PM  	 Lunch Lecture          	

3PM—4PM   	 Hawaii Governor’s Session 

Tentative 
agenda
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How Brain Tumors Suppress the 
Immune System

Botulinum Toxin Skills Workshop for 
Chronic Migriane Prevention 

Governor’s Charge: 
Building & Growing Healthcare Research 
Infrastructure in Hawaii 

Neuroimmune Crossroads: 
From Inflammation to Intervention

Keynote Plenary Session 

Skills Workshops

Governor’s Charge 
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Darren DuGas, M.D.
Director, Comprehensive Epilepsy Ctr Video-EEG Epilepsy Monitoring Unit, 
Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine (Neurology)
University of Hawaii John Burns School of Medicine

Nicholas Anderson, M.D.
Director, Sleep Wake Center,  
Clinical Assistant Professor of Medicine 
University of Hawaii John Burns School of Medicine

Natalia Gonzalez Caldito, M.D.
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Michael Sonson, M.D.
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Bryce Kalei Chang, M.D.
Neuromuscular Fellow 
Mayo Clinic

Autoimmune Epilpesy &  Immune 
Targets for Therapy

Orexin & Autoimmunity: 
The Pathophysiology of Narcolepsy

Engineering Immune System:  
Opportunities & Challenges in 
Neuroimmunology

Inflammation in Alzheimer’s Disease: 
Modulation & Future Direction

Rewiring the Immune System –
Immune Check Point Inhibitors: 
Neuromuscular Complications
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